IN THE CLAIMS; 



1. (Amended) I A negative electrode active material for use in 

an alkaline cell comprising a mixture of a zinc alloy powder and 
an additional metal \selected from the group consisting of Bi and 
In. 



2. (Amended) A negative electrode active material for use in 

an alkaline cell comprising a mixture of a zinc alloy powder and 
an additional metal selected from the group consisting of Bi and 
In incorporated therein in an amount of 50 - 1000 ppm by weight 
based on the amount of said zinc alloy powder. 



5. (Amended) The negative elect 

in an alkaline cell according to Cl 
additional metal is a metallic powd 
size of 100 pm or less. 




aqtive material for use 

2, wherein said 
an average particle 



6. (Amended) A negative electrode active material for use in 

an alkaline cell of low gas generation comprising a mixture of a 
powder of a metal selected from the group consisting of Bi and In 
and a zinc alloy powder, \said mixture being prepared by dry 
mixing said metallic powder and said zinc alloy powder. 
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7. ( AmendedA A method of preparing a negative electrode 

active material for use in an alkaline cell comprising the step 
of mixing a zinc alloy powder with an additional metal selected 
from the group consisting of Bi and In. 

8. (Amended) A method of preparing a negative electrode 

active material for use\in an alkaline cell comprising the step 
of mixing a zinc alloy p®wder with an additional metal selected 
from the group consisting \of Bi and in, said additional metal 
being added in an amount on 50 to 1000 ppm by weight based on the 
weight of the zinc alloy powder. 



11. (Amended) The method ofi preparing a negative electrode 

active material for use in an aljpa^ine cell according to 
Claim 7 or 8, wherein said addit Aomal rtfetal is a metallic powder 
with an average particle size of 10Cv\iam or less. 

12. (Amended) A\ method of preparing a negative electrode 

active material for use in an alkaline cell of low gas generation 
comprising the step of \ry mixing a zinc alloy powder with a 
powder of an additional tr^etal selected from the group consisting 
of Bi and In. 
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Please cancel claims 3 and Jf, without prejudice, 



Please add the following claims: 



fr 1 



13 . (New) The ne 

an alkaline cell accord! 
additional metal is bis 





electrode active material for use in 
laim 1 or 2, wherein said 



:. (New) Tfr^ negative electrode active material for use in 

eording to claim 13 , wherein the bismuth is 
added in an amount wh\ch is no less than 500 ppm. 



an alkaline cell 
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